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employer and it provides good paying
jobs. Rio Rancho didn’t have a high
school so Intel decided to build the
community one. Some 1,900 students
will attend this beautiful new 30 mil-
lion-dollar facility. This is exciting for
the community because the high
schoolers will no longer have to leave
Rio Rancho to attend high school. It is
a special kind of home coming.

New Mexico is lucky to have Intel as
a member of its community. Rio Ran-
cho would have eventually built a high
school, but Intel made it happen soon-
er.

Also of significance is what will be
going on inside this high school. Intel
has been very active in working with
voc-ed programs so that students are
trained for the jobs available at Intel.
It starts in the high schools and con-
tinues in the technical schools, com-
munity colleges, and universities. As
job requirements change at Intel, the
company has a rigorous job training
program that makes a prime example
of what lifelong learning is all about.e

———

GROWING SUPPORT FOR AN OUT-
SIDE AUTHORITY TO HANDLE
Y2K

o Mr. MOYNIHAN. Mr. President, there
appears to be some movement on my
idea to appoint a commission—which
will act more like a special task
force—to oversee the Federal Govern-
ment’s handling of the year 2000 prob-
lem. In this morning’s Federal Page of
the Washington Post, a story entitled
“““Year 2000’ Report Flunks 3 Agencies”
reports that ‘‘three house Republicans
called on President Clinton to appoint
a special aide to tackle the computer
problem.” In July 1996, I wrote the
President and proposed the creation of
just such a ‘““Y2K czar.” But the admin-
istration is still confident that the Of-
fice of Management and Budget can
handle the job. Like my House counter-
parts, I fear OMB may not have the
time or the resources to handle this
issue.

In 1997, fearing the private sector’s
lagging awareness, I realized that per-
haps a task force could increase aware-
ness in the private sector while ensur-
ing compliance in the public sector.

Thus I introduced a first day bill, S.
22, to address this matter through a
special task force. S. 22 is cosponsored
by 16 Senators and has been endorsed
by the New York Stock Exchange
[NYSE]. The enormity of this problem
demands a task force of experts to en-
sure compliance. I hope my colleagues
agree.

I ask that ““ ‘Year 2000’ Report Flunks
3 Agencies” from today’s Washington
Post be printed in the RECORD.

The material follows:

[From the Washington Post, Sept. 16, 1997]
“YEAR 2000 REPORT FLUNKS 3 AGENCIES—

LAWMAKERS URGE SPECIAL AIDE TO HANDLE

LOOMING COMPUTER PROBLEM

(By Stephen Barr)

A congressional report card flunked three

federal agencies and faulted several others

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

yvesterday for moving too slowly on fixing
potential ‘‘year 2000’ computer glitches.

Rep. Stephen Horn (R-Calif), who oversees
information technology issues in the House,
issued the report card at a news briefing,
where he was joined by Reps. Thomas M.
Davis III (R-Va.) and Constance A. Morella
(R-Md.). The three House Republicans called
on President Clinton to appoint a special aid
to tackle the computer problem.

‘‘Most agencies are behind schedule,”” Horn
said. ‘“The problem, of course, is that we do
not know which programs will fail, what
problems their failures will create, an how
disastrous will be the consequences.”’

Most large computer systems use a two-
digit dating system that assumes 1 and 9 are
the first two digits of the year. Without spe-
cialized reprogramming, the system will
think the year 2000—or 00—is 1900, a glitch
that could cause most to go haywire.

If government systems are not fixed, mal-
functions could jeopardize the tax-processing
system, payments to veterans with service-
connected disabilities, student loan repay-
ments and perhaps even air traffic control.

Horn issued his grades on the same day the
Office of Management and Budget delivered
to report to Congress that reflected a more
aggressive stance by OMB is dealing with the
problem. The OMB report said agencies esti-
mate they will spend $3.8 billion fixing the
year 2000 problem.

OMB put four agencies on notice that they
will not be allowed to buy new computer and
other information technology systems in fis-
cal 1999 until they have fixed critical com-
puter systems. The funding restriction, how-
ever, will be lifted if agencies can justify the
need for new equipment or show sufficient
progress on the year 2000 problem.

“I have a high degree of confidence there
will not be adverse economic consequences
flowing from this decision,” said Sally
Katzen, OMB’s administrator for informa-
tion and regulatory affairs. But, she added,
OMB’s increased scrutiny will ‘‘reestablish
priorities for these agencies.”

The agencies on OMB’s troubled list are
the departments of Agriculture, Transpor-
tation and Education and the Agency for
International Development. On his report
card, Horn flunked Education, Transpor-
tation and AID and gave Agriculture a D-
minus.

Agency officials expressed confidence yes-
terday that they would make their year 2000
fixes before the Jan. 1, 2000, deadline. The
pointed out that the OMB report and Horn’s
grades represented an August snapshot that
does not reflect recent decisions to repair or
replace computers.

At the Agriculture Department, Secretary
Dan Glickman has issued a five-point plan to
address year 2000 problems, officials said. An
AID official said the agency has narrowed its
problem to 28 date fields in a software sys-
tem that can be ‘‘readily resolved.” An Edu-
cation spokesman said the department
‘““hopes to have most if not all the problems
resolved in the coming year.”” And at Trans-
portation, a spokesman said DOT plans to
make many of its fixes by early 1999.

Yesterday, Horn, Davis and Morella urged
Clinton to designate a White House official
to lead the government effort to fix year 2000
computer bugs. Horn and Davis praised OMB
Director Franklin D. Raines but said press-
ing budget issues rob him of the necessary
time to oversee the computer situation.
Morella said Katzen, who oversees regu-
latory affairs across the government, has
done a ‘‘good job” on year 2000 policy but
contended ‘‘they need someone for whom
this is a full-time job.”’

Katzen said she ‘‘very respectfully dis-
agreed that a new bureaucracy is the way to
g0. . . . This is an issue in which the agen-
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cies themselves have to do the work and it is
to them that we must look to be responsible
and accountable.”

REPORT CARD

[Federal agencies were graded on their progress toward addressing year
2000 computer problems—and given a place to have the report cards
signed]

Agency Grade

Social Security Administration A—
General Services Administration B
National Science Foundation B
Small Business Administration B
Department of Health and Human Services ..........cccoooeeeemrvrreunnns B—

Environmental Protection Agency C
Federal Emergency M: t Agency C
Department of Housing and Urban Development ..........cccccoovvrreunnes C
Department of Interior C
Department of Labor C
Department of State C
Department of Veterans Affairs C
Department of Defense C—
Department of C D
Department of Energy D
Department of Justice D
Nuclear Regulatory C D
Office of Personnel M D
Department of Agriculture D—
Department of Treasury D—
D —
Agency for International D F
Department of Education F
Department of Transportation F
Source: House subcommittee on government management, information
and technology.e
——
UNANIMOUS-CONSENT AGREE-

MENT—CONFERENCE REPORT TO
ACCOMPANY H.R. 2016

Mr. KEMPTHORNE. Mr. President, 1
ask unanimous consent that at 10:45
a.m. on Wednesday, the Chair lay be-
fore the Senate the conference report
to accompany H.R. 2016, the military
construction appropriations. I further
ask unanimous consent that the read-
ing be waived and there be 5 minutes of
debate each for Senators BURNS, MUR-
RAY, and McCAIN and, following the
conclusion of that debate, the Senate
proceed to a vote on the adoption of
the conference report, with no inter-
vening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
THE CALENDAR

Mr. KEMPTHORNE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the consideration of
the following bills, en bloc: Calendar
No. 146, S. 308; Calendar No. 150, S. 931;
Calendar No. 151, S. 965; Calendar No.
152, H.R. 63; that any committee
amendments be agreed to; that the
bills be read the third time, and passed,
any amendments to the titles be agreed
to, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table, statements relating to
the bills appear at this point in the
RECORD with the above occurring, en
bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

GRAZING USE STUDY ACT

The Senate proceeded to consider the
bill (S. 308) to require the Secretary of
the Interior to conduct a study con-
cerning grazing use of certain land
within and adjacent to Grand Teton
National Park, WY, and to extend tem-
porarily certain grazing privileges,
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